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Introduction: TASER conducted electrical weapons (CEW) are used by US military and 
law enforcement personnel to subdue combative subjects with increasing popularity. To 
date, there have been numerous efforts to produce research studies to document CEW 
safety or lack thereof.  This presentation will provide the audience with a historical 
timeline and overview of research in this area to the present. 
 
Presentation: The authors will present an overview of the current CEW products 
available on the market and will discuss pertinent research on these devices from the past 
up through present day studies that are currently in progress. Successful methodologies 
will be discussed as will results, conclusions and limitations.   
 
Areas of research to be presented include will include but are not limited to: 

1. Sudden death 
2. Use on resting adults 
3. Use on exhausted adults 
4. Use on intoxicated adults 
5. Effects on respiration 
6. Effects on body temperature 

 
Conclusion Objectives: At the end of this presentation, the audience will have an 
understanding of currently manufactured and used CEWs. They will also be aware of the 
previous research conducted on these devices in the area of physiologic safety and how 
this affects current thinking about the safety of these devices. Lastly, they will have an 
understanding of recent and current research being conducted in this area and where it is 
leading. 


